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Parcel “A”, NSU OCEANOGRAPHIC CENTER CAMPUS, according to the plat thereof, as 
recorded in Plat Book 179, Pages 29 and 30, of the public records of Broward County, 
Florida.  

Said lands situate, lying and being in the City of Hollywood, Broward County, Florida, and 
containing 398,609 square feet or 9.1508 acres, more or less. 
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Sign Type: Individual  Channel Front Lit Letters

Channel Letters Illumination: NOVA Blue   Day / Night.
Channel Letters Face: Acrylic
Channel Letters Color: NOVA Blue
Channel Letters Trim Cap Color: Blue
Channel Letters Return: Aluminum .090 
Channel Letters Return Color: Blue
Channel Letters Back Color: White
Channel Letters Back: Aluminum 0.125”
Channel Letters Mounting: Letters installed �ush to exterior facade

Length:  243.5”
Height:   36’
Letter Depth: 4” 
Sign Area: 60.875 sqft
   

SIGN SPECIFICATIONS
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PROJECT SCOPE:

Fabricate and install  one (1) set of Illuminated dimensional letters on 
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Sign Type: Building Wall  Sign  

Sign Material:  13 oz mesh fabric   
Reinforcement:  2" Heavy-Duty Seatbelt Webbing (Nylon/Polyester) sewn into the top and bottom hems.

Overall wall sign B  dimensions 
Length:  53’
Height:   11’
Sign Area: 583 sqft
Protrude from the wall:   Less than 12”

NSU OCEAN message dimensions
Length: 34’ 
Height: 4.37‘
Message  Area:  148sqft
      

SIGN SPECIFICATIONS

Grommets:    #2 Stainless Steel or Brass Grommets punched through the webbing every 12 inches.

Illumination:    Indirect   illumination system is installed . 

Render not to scale
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February 10, 2026 

 

Ms. Andria Wingett 

Development Services Director  

Department of Development Services 

City of Hollywood 

2600 Hollywood Blvd   

 

Re: Sign Variance for NSU Oceanographic Center 

 

Dear Ms. Wingett: 

 

On behalf of Nova Southeastern University (“NSU”) (“Applicant”), please accept 

this request for variance from certain signage standards outlined in Table 1. The need for 

variances is explained in the detailed responses to review criteria provided herein.    

 

NSU has a five-story, 87,000-square-foot research facility located within John U. 

Lloyd State Park in Hollywood (address: 8000 North Ocean Drive). This facility, 

originally opened in 2012, is known as the Guy Harvey Oceanographic Center 

(“Facility”). The parcel the Facility is located on (“Property”) is identified by Broward 

County Property Appraiser’s folio no. 5042 24 06 0010 and is in the Government Use 

(“GU”) zoning district. 

 

The Facility already has the following signage: ‘Nova Southeastern University’, 

‘Guy Harvey Oceanographic Center’ and ‘Halmos College of Arts and Sciences’ on the 

north façade; ‘Nova Southeastern University’ and ‘Oceanographic Center’ on the south 

façade; and ‘Center of Excellence for Coral Reef Ecosystems Research’ on the east 

façade. NSU is now proposing two new signs on the west façade as shown in the table 

below: ‘NSU Ocean’ and a vertical wall sign which states “NSU Ocean” over a photo 

background of a coral reef. 

 

Signage Text and/or Description SF Dimensions  Variance Needed 

Sign A: “NSU Ocean” 60.875 

20’ 3.5” wide by 3’ 

high 

Exceeds number of signs 

per façade and per building. 

Sign B: Vertical wall sign which 

states “NSU Ocean” over a photo 

background of a coral reef 583 

11’ wide by 53' 

high 

Exceeds number of signs 

per façade and per building; 

and exceeds dimensions. 

Note: Please see provided architectural drawings for more detail regarding the signs. 

Table 1. Signs with required variances 
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Variance Review Standards pursuant to Code Section 5.3.F.2 

 
1. The Variance is not contrary to the public interest;  

 

Per Hollywood Zoning Code (“Code”) Section 8.4.A.7, a single-tenant building is 

permitted to have 1 sign per façade and 3 total per building. As described earlier, 

the Facility already exceeds these quantities and has 6 existing signs—3 on the 

north façade, 2 on the south façade, and 1 on the east façade. NSU requests to add 

2 more signs on the west façade, bringing the total number of signs to 8. The 

Facility is accessed via N Ocean Drive but is not visible from the road due to 

being substantially set back and screened by heavy landscaping. 

 

The Facility is not a typical single-tenant building but rather an educational 

facility that is part of the NSU Oceanographic Campus, which is having its brand 

identity refreshed to “NSU Ocean”. NSU Ocean draws upon its oceanfront 

location at the northern tip of the Dr. Von D. Mizell-Eula Johnson State Park to 

serve as a hub for marine research, education, and conservation. Research fields 

emphasized at the Facility include shark conservation and coral reef monitoring. 

Furthermore, because 80 percent of Florida’s gross domestic product is tied to the 

blue economy (i.e., ocean-related commerce)1, the Facility also functions as a 

liaison with business stakeholders in the marine industry such as the Port 

Everglades.  

 

Currently, the west façade of the Facility, which faces the Intracoastal Waterway, 

does not have any signage. The two proposed signs are necessary to convey 

several messages to both campus visitors as well as boaters / marine operators 

traveling along the Intracoastal Waterway. The first sign states the new “NSU 

Ocean” campus brand and the second sign seeks to inspire by showing a beautiful 

photo of a coral reef. The proposed variances would not be contrary to the public 

interest; they would promote the public interest by informing various stakeholders 

of the NSU Ocean campus and its mission of protecting the ocean and its 

contribution to Florida’s blue economy. 

  

2. The Variance is required due to special conditions; and 

 

Sign codes are primarily intended to prevent commercial buildings from installing 

increasingly larger and more garish signs in an attempt to compete with one 

another for pedestrian and motorist attention. As noted under Criterion #1, the 

Facility is not a typical commercial building but rather an educational facility 

which seeks to become a hub of marine research and conservation in South 

Florida. The proposed signage is necessary to create public awareness of NSU 

Ocean’s existence and mission. 

 
1 https://www.makomedia.nova.edu/how-nsu-supports-the-blue-economy/ 
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The second sign (the photo of the coral reef) also exceeds the maximum 150-

square-foot size limit. It should be noted that the letters “NSU Ocean” on the sign 

are only approximately 148 square feet (34’ by 4.37’) and that the sign’s large 

dimensions are due solely to the size of the photo. The photo needs to be 

sufficiently large to inspire the viewing public and is not intended to promote a 

commercial purpose. 

 

3. A literal enforcement of the provisions of Article 8 may result in unnecessary 

hardship. 

 

A literal enforcement of the provisions of Article 8 would result in unnecessary 

hardship because it would deprive NSU of the signage necessary to convey the 

new “NSU Ocean” brand to the public. The existing signage (which already 

exceeds the maximum permitted quantity) does not feature the new “NSU Ocean” 

name or any inspirational imagery that could cause the viewing public to become 

interested in the marine environment. Furthermore, limiting the 2nd sign to 150 

square feet would cause the photo to be too small to showcase the beauty of the 

coral reef and why it is worth protecting. 

 

Granting the requested signage variances is essential for NSU Ocean to effectively 

communicate its vital mission of marine research, education, and conservation to the 

public and the unique marine community it serves. Visible and informative signage will 

promote brand identity, public understanding of NSU Ocean's contributions to marine 

science and promote community engagement with its educational initiatives. Therefore, 

Applicant respectfully requests approval of this variance application to ensure NSU 

Ocean can continue to effectively serve its mission and the broader community. 

 

Sincerely, 

GREENSPOON MARDER LLP 

 

 

 

Julian Bobilev, AICP 
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