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Zoning and Land Development Regulations 
Section 5.3.I.4. 

 

 4.   Design Criteria.  The Board and the Director shall review plans based upon the criteria below. If the 
Board or the Director (as applicable) determines that an application is not consistent with the criteria, 
reasons shall be set forth in writing substantiating the finding. 

         a.   General Criteria. All plans/architectural drawings shall be reviewed based upon the evaluation of 
compatibility with the City's Design Guidelines, including the following elements: 

            (1)   Architectural and Design components. Architecture refers to the architectural elements of 
exterior building surfaces. Architectural details should be commensurate with the building mass. The use 
of traditional materials for new architectural details is recommended. Design of the building(s) shall 
consider aesthetics and functionality, including the relationship of the pedestrian with the built 
environment. 

            (2)   Compatibility. The relationship between existing architectural styles and proposed 
construction, including how each building along the street relates to the whole and the pattern created 
with adjacent structures and the surrounding neighborhood. Buildings should contain architectural details 
that are characteristic of the surrounding neighborhood. 

            (3)   Scale/Massing. Buildings shall be proportionate in scale, with a height which is consistent 
with the surrounding structures.  Building mass shall reflect a simple composition of basic architectural 
details in relation to its length, width, height lot coverage, and setting of the structure in context with 
adjacent buildings. Architectural details include, but are not limited to, banding, molding, and fenestration. 

            (4)   Landscaping. Landscaped areas should contain a variety of native and other compatible plant 
types and forms, and be carefully integrated with existing buildings and paved areas. Existing mature 
trees and other significant plants on the site should be preserved. 

 


