




















YMCA 
TEEN CONNECT 

PROGRAM

YMCA Teens Connect is a year-round program 
that connects 84 at-risk teenagers, ages 13-18, 
with the Broward County Sheriff’s Office (BSO) and 
the City of Hollywood Police Department through 
STEM and other activities for a dual purpose:

• Fostering a fun learning environment focused on 
innovation, problem-solving, and critical thinking

• Deterring teens from engaging in undesirable 
behaviors thanks to the positive relationships 
built with Law Enforcement during the program.



•	 The program manager will advise guided 
activities for law enforcement to perform 
with 84 youth enrolled in YMCA Teens 
Connect. The collaborative effort expands 
learning opportunities and inspires 
development. Teens Connect nurtures a 
sense of belonging. 

•	 The under-served teens experience a 
community where relationships with caring 
adults exist. They find support to navigate 
challenges in their lives and develop critical 
thinking and problem-solving skills. 

•	  The Y has realized cultivating strong bonds 
between youth and law enforcement 
impacts overall wellbeing. 

•	 Youth who perceive law enforcement 
officers as role models and mentors are 
often inspired to make positive life choices 
and steer clear of illegal activities.  

•	 They assume responsibility and 
understand the importance of citizenship. 
Trust in law enforcement contributes to 
a safer environment for young people. 
When youth feel safe and protected, they 
are more likely to participate in community 
activities, attend school regularly, and 
pursue personal goals. 
 
 
 
 

•	 Additionally, trust in law enforcement eases 
youth anxiety and strengthens community 
relations. Young people who perceive law 
enforcement as approachable, respectful, 
and fair, are more likely to engage in 
open dialogues, report crimes, and seek 
assistance when needed.

YMCA of South Florida will facilitate the community-based 
program at its Greater Hollywood Family Center year-round. 

Other Programs and Aid that align with Teen Connect: 
•	 College Application Prep
•	 College Fair 
•	 Leaders in Training (L.I.T)
•	 Teen Leader Fundraisers

•	 Career Advice
•	 Volunteer Opportunities
•	 Blue Ridge Leadership Camp
•	 and so much more!
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